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You know and 1 know that 1t is utterly impossible for a Hegro physioclan
to beoome a member of & oounty medical moolety in the South, The American Med.
ical Assoelstion has stood behind the dylaws vhich make this so as though Ood
himself had written the bylaws and that they were imsmuitable through the ages,
These bLylaws can and, I thiank, should be changed,

As 1 pointed out in my previous letter, the dasic laws of the Americen
College of Surgeons, the International College of Surgeons, and all of the spe-
eizlty boards have been changed t0 allow the almission of qualified Negro
physiclians without reference t¢ the plaos in which they practice,

T belleve 1t would be & very simple thing, sven with cur ssgregated set.
up, for the Board of Trustess of the American Medioal Association 0 initiate
changes which would grent membership to guslified men in the Americsh Medical
Assoolation without going through county socleties. Your letter is s most un.
realistic document., The American Medical Associztion is made up of many mem
wvhe honestly believe that they are members of a truly represontative group of
American physicisns. They, I believs, would he surprised o know that a large
asegnent of the pvhysiciane of this country who need, perhaps more than any other
segmnent, the centinuing eontzcts, the continuous postgraduate develorment’ the
continuous stimulation of attendance at meetinge vhere the learned men of the
countyy discuss common mblm,un denied such privileges on the basis of race
slone, /

I know that in the past 1t has been suggestod t0 the American Medical
Assoslation that in those territories where Yegroes are not eligidle for memder.
ship in the county soclieties that their ethical and merel qualities be vouched
for by the waricus state Yegro scoleties., I have had the pleasure of taldag
part in the annunl meetings of such societies in Marylend, Virginia, West Vir.
ginia, North and South Carolina, Alsbame, Georgie, ¥Mississippi, snd lLouisiana,
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They are all well organized. Severnl of these groups have had annual meetings
in which as high as 9% of their total membership has taken part. They are s
real and vital part of American medicine and should no longer have %0 explain
en every syplication dlank why they are not eligidle for membership in the

A, M. A, It is an wwarmmnted stigme, It is 2 cause of vepssted humiliation,
It is a constant indictment of the prineiples on which the American Medical
Assocliation 1is supposedly founded.

You know the answer, and I know the snswer. I canmot understani why
something is not done aboust it. If there are suggestions which you can make
out of your greater intimagy with the problem I should appreeiate hearing
about them. We would be adle, I am sure, to rally the Negro physiocians of the
countzry around any program vhich would promise emancipation., I think you oould
help this situntion., I wish very sincerely that you would decide % do m.

Yory sincerely yours,

Charles X, Drew, ¥. D,
Professor of Surgery
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